
 

 
 

City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 
Thursday, October 15, 2020 

Minutes 
 

1. Call to order:  Remote meeting called to order at 3:32 p.m. 
 

Present:  Chris Smith,  Jim Speir, Kay Brady, Greg Gmerek, Melissa Gadd, Lenny 
Newman, Recreation Director Mary Gustafson, Outreach Coordinator Jen Furlong, 
Librarian Joanne Johnson, City Manager Amy Sullivan 
 
Absent:  None 

 
2. Approval of agenda: Moved by Lenny and seconded by Greg to approve the agenda as 

presented.  Approved unanimously. 
 
3. Approval of minutes of the September 24, 2020 meeting:  Moved by Kay and seconded 

by Melissa to approve the minutes as submitted.  Approved unanimously. 
 

4. Public participation:  None 
 

5. Oakland County Senior Advisory Council:  Shenise said she would forward a recent press 
release about the health orders issued by the State Health Department after the 
Governor’s executive orders were deemed invalid by the Supreme Court. 
 

6. Items of Business 
 

A. Senior contact outreach initiative:  No update 
 

B. Recreation Center railing:  Amy said the railing should be installed in about 6 weeks. 
 

C. UM project reports:    

 Transportation and mobility – Kay, Jim, Greg 
Jim is working on the possible expansion of the SMART bus services the City provides 
and a new fixed route shuttle service.  He thanked Mary and Jen for going over how 
the SMART service currently operates.  There is also a Connector service through 
SMART which has expanded hours and a wider radius for travel.  He will call the 
SMART representative to get more information on the Connector program like how 
many residents use it and can door-to-door service be provided. The idea of a fixed 
route shuttle service came out of the UM reports and seems worth exploring.  



Nearby cities offer this type of program so Jen contacted them to see how the 
program works.  Unfortunately, no one currently offers it due to COVID but when 
they did, having multiple buses was important to be able to provide the usual 
SMART bus transportation program.  Kay wondered if the destinations would 
provide financial assistance, i.e. Meijer or Holiday Market.  Jim said that in addition 
to feedback from other cities, the Committee needs to get feedback from seniors 
who might use the service.  Kay said there is no street lighting update as the City is 
still waiting for DTE to install the trial light fixtures. 

 Social and community services – Melissa, Chris, Lenny 
Lenny provided typed notes from the subcommittee.  He talked to Mary about 
providing a dedicated phone line for senior services which looks like it is possible.  
Chris went over his online assessment profile tool that can be created for seniors to 
gather more information about their needs.  Jim said that the data could be tailored 
to provide updates to seniors who expressed an interest in a topic.  Kay wondered if 
eventually this could be used by all residents to determine needs.  Lenny said he 
would like to use the tool to make very personalized contact with seniors, i.e. 
reaching out on their birthday.  Lenny went over the other ideas the subcommittee 
had for senior outreach and wondered if it was possible for the city to hire another 
employee to implement all the programs.  Jim suggested that Lenny start with an 
assessment of what services are currently being provided and then list what new 
services could be provided to make a case for additional hiring.  Lenny said he would 
pursue that with Jen. 
 

7. Project updates 
 

A. Senior/student interactions upcoming programs:  Lenny tried to coordinate another 
leaf raking program but the school eliminated the community service half-day 
because of the online classes so there was not a day to provide the service. 
 

B. HARP and concierge program:  Any calls for HARP have been referred to a local 
handyman and that has been well received.  The Recreation Department is looking 
into leads for snow removal requests this winter. 
 

8. Recreation Department and Library Programming Update:  The 60+ Crowd newsletter 
recently was mailed out and has good updated information for coping during the 
pandemic.  The Recreation Department and Library continue to offer a variety of online 
and virtual programming for residents of all ages and some designed specifically for 
seniors.  The first flu shot clinic was very successful and a second one has been 
scheduled.   

 
9. Other business:  Melissa noted that the GoGoGrandparent program now provides meal 

delivery services.  Jim asked about the status of interviews for the committee vacancies.  
Amy said she thought they would be conducted in November.  Lenny said that at the 
August meeting, Commissioner Jenks suggested joint meetings with the Library and 
Recreation Advisory Boards.  Jim said that would be part of discussions about new 
programming through the Recreation Department and the Library.  Jim announced he is 



resigning from the Committee at the end of the year.  He has served on the Committee 
for 8 years and a lot  has been accomplished.  The Committee members acknowledged 
his leadership role and thanked him for dedicated service to the Committee. 

 
10. Next meeting:  November 19th. 

 
11. Meeting adjourned at 4:43 p.m. 

 
 


